WHAT’S 
SO FUNNY 
ABOUT 
DAVID 

LETTERMAN? 

An Inquiry into Stupid Pet Tricks 
and the Lost Art of Conversation 
by Tom Shales 


The Outstanding New Restaurants of 1986 


Man At His Best 

NOVEMBER 1986 PRICE $2.50 


Sigourney Weaver: 
Out of Sorts in Africa 

Plus: Adam Smith on 
Investment Banking, 
New Fiction by 
William Kennedy 


David Letterman, 
Talking Head 










WHEN LEARJETS JIM TAYLOR TAKES OFF 
ON VACATION, WERE A BIG PART OF HIS FLIGHT PLAN. 



The Visa Premier Card 


Whether he’s flying to the Ca] 
in search of the petfect lobster < 
down to Ixtapa to find a little ] 
and quiet, he knows his Visa 
Premier Card is accepted at four 
times as many places worldwide a 
the American Express Gold Card. 

The Premier Card also has a 


m starting credit line of 


It’s everywhere you want to 1 
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Think fast 









Think ahead. 




Think big. 


























Panasonic presents 
the candid truth about video systems. 
They’re not all the same. 








ESPRIT KIDS 




























A reasonable driver, guided by the dictates of common sense, 
might very well insist on test drives in all the cars in the Saab 9000’s 
class before actually buying a Saab. After all, it never hurts to 

I comparison shop. 

A reasonable driver, guided by a 
desire to have a good time, might 
insist on the same thing. After all, 
the class of automobiles we’re talldng 
about is one of the world’s most 
coveted, the European high-perfor¬ 
mance sedan. 

Mercedes-Benz, BMW, Audi 
and Volvo all produce models that are comparable to the Saab 9000. 
A very short amount of time in those cars will prove to you that 
“comparable” is a long way from equal. 



In terms of performance, the Saab 9000 Turbo can accelerate 
from zero to 60 miles an hour in 7.6 seconds, according to Road & 
Track. Compared to that, a lot of the other cars in this class look 
positively flat-footed. 

In terms of comfort, only the Saab has enough room inside to 
have been designated a Targe car” by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency. The others are cramped by comparison. 

And in terms of utility, only the Saab has a fold down, split rear 
seat that allows you to expand die cargo area up to 56 cubic feet 
when you need to carry something large. 

So you might feel that you need five test drives before you 
choose the Saab 9000. That’s perfectly reasonable. 

' ' ' st look at the Saab 9000 and say to yourself, 
it’s perfectly reasonable, too. 

— -- ever built. SAAB (Q) 
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I gby Phillip Moffitt 

HE SECRET OF FRIENDSHIP 





















It doe sn’t take any lit tf from anyone. 
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Cbnquest 





















Rodqxjrt 


ManAtHisBest 


MaterialVmjue 
Taking a Shine to Silver 
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Once again, we’ve been 



“Making 
erally much easier than staying 
at the top once you have made 
it Unless you are Honda..!’ 
MotorTrend. 

“Hope doesn’t bum brighter 
than it does for the unveiling 
of an all-new Accord. Honda 
Accords are great automobiles, 
and everybody knows it!’ 

Car and Driver. 

“It’s improved in just about 
every way, objectively as well 
as subjectively.” Road & Track. 

“With the new Accord, and 



: exacdy like Audi’s 
18-inch longer top line 5000. 
The ride approaches that of 
Mercedes 190, which features 
a much more complex five-link 
rear suspension’.’ Autoweek. 

“The engine seems to hum 
even more sweedy than before. 
Cmising is hushed. The steer¬ 
ing is deliciously accurate. And 
the shifter carves to perfection’.’ 
Car and Driver. 


in a dead-flat acoustic environ¬ 
ment. Wind noise was minimal 
and road noise was dampened 
effectively.” Motor Trend. 

“Que sera, sera!’ Anonymous 
AccordIXim 







ManAtHisBest 
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The Enlightened 

Traveler 


S:£ ? ^;us 


A Lease on Island Idfe 




































ManAlHisBest 


Prodigal Sums 
Lacing tip 
in Luxury 
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WHAT TO LOOK 
FOR IN 









Discover the other side 
of a side dish. ■ .■n» 













































1CR0SS THE GREAT DIVIDE 
















































Introducing a new breed 
of compact car. 


New Dodge Shadow. 


Dodge 5/50 
' standards of performance. 


Setting i 




When your body is under construction, 
you need serious work shoes. 






















































































































IF YOU'RE WONDERING 


THE AMERICA S CUR WE LL 
SPELL IT OUT FOR YOU. 


ESPN PRESENTS THE MOST EXTENSIVE CO VERAGE 
EVER OF SAILING'S PREMIER EVENT.^^ 











The best dreams happen 
withyour eyes wide open. 


SmartMonky 


























Smart Money 

BusinessTravel 



























































THE NEW MICHELIN SPORT EP-X. IT HANDLES THE STRAIGHTAWAYS, 
THE HAIRPINS, AND THE PARKING LOT. 




^Whichlsto say, it's on 















































































Master of possibilities: Andr6 Previr 























The shape of time to come. 














No Matter How Well You Dress, 



There’s Always Room For Improvement. 



Lews-Special Reserve* Jeans 





Our Man 
Managua 

BY JOE KLEIN 

Meet Stephen Kinzer, a riddle 
wrapped in mystery inside a by-line in 
The New York Times 










































































































































Kim 

of the 
Schmooze 

BY JOHN LOMBARDI 

Michael Jackson’s manager is having 
conniptions. Frank Sinatra’s lawyer wants 
his attention. Mick Jagger is giving 
him tsuris. But if you’re Walter Yetnikoff 
of CBS Records, what’s to worry? 


















How to look devil-may-care without jeopardizing 
your inheritance. 












Somewhere between understated and overstated 
there’s a more interesting state of affairs. 
































































































































































Britain’s Brat 
of Letters 

Who is Martin Amis, and why is everybody 
saying such terrible things about him? 

by Charles Michener 
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You can only get there on your own. S™“iSS.Sn?5'” r ° wnd “° n 


















































David Letterman 
and the 
Power 
of 

Babble 

If talk’s so cheap, why is America losing 
sleep over the dangling conversations 
of Late Night? 

by Tom Shales 
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Now success 
is within your reach. 





















































































andfashional 
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NIGHT HARVEST. 



most important thing. It’s true 
in brewing. And even more 
true when the beer is MicheloK 

We could use hops that are 
available year-round. But we 
wait. Until late August When 
particular varieties, such as the 
Hallertau Hops, turn a light 
golden color. At that moment, 
they are at their peak, ready to 
harvest. So we go to work. Day 
and night 

We could be less particular 
about our barley. But we wait 
Until specially bred varieties of 
two and six row barley have 
matured in t 


harvest Day and night. 

We could even use brew¬ 
ing procedures that take less 
time. But we wait. Until the 
brewmaster has hand-evalu¬ 
ated the hops to make sure they 
will have the desired effect on 
taste and aroma. 

We wait. Until the brew- 
master has carefuEy blended 
the two and six row barley to 
a ratio that only experience 
knows is right. 

And we wait. Until a two- 
stage fermentation and ex¬ 
tended aging result in a beer 
with an exceptionaUy smooth, 
fufl-bodied character. 

Waiting is what makes 
Michelob as special as the night 
And Michelob makes any night worth the wait. 


I 

A Survey of the Social Arts 

The Lives of 
the Party 

by John Homans 

Take a posh Manhattan 
duplex with a river view... 




18 «? 


































What did you do to deserve Beefeater? 

The best of times deserve the best of taste. 


















IF YOU CAN’T 


BE THERE 


■imawim 
















Serve on a high hill, 
garnished with a movie 
star and sunshine 



























■Til Zi 






































St G 

CHEX’PARTYMIX 


Ml: 

CHEX* PARTY MIX 1 

m 

1 CHEX’PARTYMIX 

1 m 












































Formal 

Affairs 




It’s the time of year when the invitations start 
rolling in like battle orders, but the news is that 
the uniform doesn’t have to be uniform. The tux 
in the closet needn’t hang alone. There are alter¬ 
natives for evening wear—and therein hang 
four new options, and a tale.... 






fill!!!! 












































>ilogue:The 

Classic 

Story 


with 
i New 
Twists 










America’s 
Best New Bars 
& Restaurants 

Tl.h i ml I Arnold Both by JohnMariani 

THE NORTHEAST/ATLANTIC COAST 








































BEFORE YOU INVITE THEM. 
SEE US! 


































Bacardi mm 
foroneandall! 

There’s a Bacardi rum for every taste. 
And great holiday tastes for all! 

Bacardi silver and Bacardi amber 
make the whole party, from mm cake 
to coladas. 

And Bacardi Gold Reserve rum is the 
one perfect finishing touch. 

ii rum. Mark inl’ucrto Rico. 

























THE SOUTH 



















































It's better 


thanapartridge. 
Andyoudorft 
need a pear tree. 


WILD * 
TURKEY 




















THE NEW UtOK 
Of VANTAGE. 



Same great taste 
in an extiting new park. 


































































White Meat 


% 






GreyPoupon 































Hennessy 

the civilized way 
to unwrap 
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HOWTO STAY CLOSE 
TO YOUR CLIENT 
365 DAYS AYEAR 
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A 

Cataclysm 

lie 

by William Kennedy 





























































































































































JON KESSLER 




frill 5 li 













BENSON & HEDGES 

L /Je/nxe 


Only 5 mg, 

yet rich enough to be called deluxe. 


Regular and Menthol. 
Open a box today. 


. FTC Report Feb'85. 


SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Quitting Smoking 
Now Greatly Reduces Serious Risks to Your Health. 






